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# 4 Smyrna Praised Homework
Sunday: Getting Started
1. What stands out to you from the above and why?
2. What has helped you move out of a comfort zone and into risky territory for Jesus? Be specific.
Monday: The First and the Last, who died and came to life again
3. Read Revelation 2:8-11 aloud to yourself, then meditate, then share what stands out to you.
4. Read Revelation 2:8-9 and answer:
5. Now, read Revelation 2:1-7 and answer:
A. To whom is the letter addressed? (Rev. 2:8)
             B. How is Jesus described and why might this be relevant to Smyrna?
C. For what are they commended? (Rev 2:9) How is this the opposite of Laodicea? (Rev. 3:17)
D. There is no rebuke to Smyrna, only promises. Find them.
6.  How can worldly poverty and suffering make you rich? How has it refined you?
7. In the beginning of the church, Jews and Christians were closely aligned, but that has changed by the time John is writing. Jews are actually turning Christians in for not worshipping the emperor. What does Jesus say about them in verse 9b?
8. In Mystery Explained, read the rest of what Dr. Campbell writes under The Church at Smyrna and share what stands out to you.
Tuesday: The True Gospel is Not One of Prosperity or Ease
Joni Earickson Tada wrote: God's purpose is not to make us healthy, wealthy, or even happy, though it pleases Him to do so -- but to make us holy.
9. Read the rest of Dr. Campbell's second paragraph concerning The Church at Smyrna and share the main points.
10. Read Revelation 2:10-11
A. What does Jesus tell them they are about to suffer and why?
B. What does "ten days" mean? (We know it isn't literal, but still, meant to give hope.)
C. What promises are given to those who are faithful?
Wednesday/Thursday Keller Sermon 
11. Listen to the Keller sermon above and share your comments and notes. You can break it up into two days.
Friday: The Prosperity Gospel
One of the ways Satan has twisted the gospel is with what we have come to call "The Prosperity Gospel," which teaches that as children of the King, we should have wealth, health, and happiness. I do recommend the program that goes with this trailer on Netflix. (For those who have printed off this lesson you can find it by going to YouTube and typing in American Gospel: Official Trailer.) Please watch this trailer and share your comments. (You can find the whole program on You-Tube if you like.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XH2p6Q3u5s
12. What lies do you hear? How would you combat them with the truth of Scripture?
 Saturday:
[bookmark: _GoBack]13. How is the Spirit of the Living God showing you how to apply this week's lesson to your life?
 
 
 
 
 

