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[bookmark: _GoBack]# 3 The Churches are Us! Homework Questions
Sunday: Getting Started
1. What stands out to you from the above and why? From the 4 minute video?
2. What lies do you discern in the Prom "rap" song Love Thy Neighbor? Jesus did say in Matt. 22:40 that "All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matt. 22:40) (The two commandments being "loving God and loving our neighbor.") How is what Jesus said being twisted by the rap "Love trumps them all?"
Monday: The Pattern
3. In the opening paragraph of Chapter 2 of Mystery Explained, Dr. Campbell explains the pattern that we see as Christ addresses each of these seven churches. Outline the typical pattern.
4. What does Campbell say all the letters deal with? How is this also true for us?
5. Now, read Revelation 2:1-7 and answer:
A. To whom is the letter addressed? (Rev. 2:1a)
B. How is Jesus described? (Rev. 2:1b)
C. For what are they commended? (Rev 2:2-3)
D. For what are they rebuked? (Rev. 2:4)
E. How are they to respond to this rebuke? (Rev. 2:5a)
F. Find both the warning and the promise. (Rev. 2:5b-7)
            
Tuesday: The Church with Truth But Not Love
6. Read the following and describe what you know about the church at Ephesus:
A. Acts 19:23-28 
B. Acts 20:25-36
7. Read the section about the Church at Ephesus in Mystery Explained and answer:
A. In the first paragraph, how can we see that somehow heaven and earth are connected?
B. In the second paragraph, how do we see that these letters to the churches go beyond pastoral letters?
C. In the third paragraph, how does Dr. Campbell summarize Christ's message to this church?
D. In the fourth paragraph, which begins with "the rebuke continues" we learn about the symbolic nature of the lampstand. What does it represent?
E. In the fifth paragraph, what do you learn about the practice of the pagan culture of Ephesus?
F. Read the rest of the section on Ephesus and share anything that stands out to you.
8. Dr. Campbell writes: "The church, when functioning properly, is always counter-cultural, for which a price, from loss of popularity to loss of income to loss of life, will often be paid." How do you see this happening to individuals today who are standing, in love, against the lies of the LGBT agenda? How might you have to pay this price if you do likewise?
Wednesday: Kevin DeYoung Sermon
I realize I might be overwhelming some of you, so you may skip this, but I'm hoping many of you will listen and share your notes, for it is so well done. You can listen while you multi-task.  But if you can't, here are a few highlights that spoke to me personally:
Listen most carefully to the church where the praise is like you, for probably the rebuke will fit at well.
The Ephesians' careful eye for doctrine became a careful eye for finding fault in one another. Fighting got in their blood! They were just shining their light at each other and seeing problems, instead of shining their light to the world.
As in Pilgrim's Progress, Mr Valiant for Truth must meet up with Mr. Great-Heart.
9. Listen to the Kevin DeYoung Sermon above and share what stands out to you.
10. Pastor DeYoung pointed out the Remember, Repent, and Return turns out nicely in English. How could you apply this to your walk with Christ? Possibly to your marriage?
11. What warning in Revelation 2:5 does Jesus give to the church at Ephesus?
Because I don't want you to miss this, here is a quote from Dr. Campbell:
...if they do not remember and repent, their lampstand will be removed. The church which had been used so powerfully to bring light into darkness might be cast into darkness itself. Israel had also been a lampstand (Zech. 4:2, 11) but when the Israelites turned their back on God's commission to be a light to the nations (Isa. 42:6-7; 49:6) their lampstand was removed and they were replaced by the church. (Rev. 1:6)...The church is called to be a witness, in the way Jesus talked of the lamp which was to be put on a lampstand. (Mk. 4:21, Lk. 8:16)
Thursday: Begin with Love
 
If we begin with love, as Jesus did, we are much more likely to be heard. With nearly every church He begins with a commendation.
Before this Covid pandemic, I was a guest in a home where the parents had one child who identified himself as bi-sexual and was living with another man. The parents invited this son to bring his roommate home for Thanksgiving. When the two young men left, the roommate told the son: "Don't you ever tell me your parents are bigots again. I've never felt so loved in my whole life."
12. What are some ways that you could show love to the world in which you live with both deeds and words? Be prayerful first, asking God to show you -- for He may call you to show love to someone in particular and in a particular way. What does He impress on your heart?
Friday: Speaking The Truth in Love
13.  When a non-Christian, or even a professing Christian disagrees with a biblical truth, and brings it up to you, what are some scriptural principles you should apply? What do you learn from James 1:19-20?
14. Tim Keller says that when you disagree with someone, you must show them how you have heard them by repeating back to them the argument they have made. This could be doctrinal such as "A good God wouldn't send anyone to hell." Or behavioral. "It's smart to live together before marriage." It is only after they know they have been heard that they might listen to your rebuttal. Have you done this? If so, tell us briefly about it.
I think the main thing we need to gently express concerning behavioral disagreements, is that God's boundaries, while they may seem heartless, are full of wisdom and love, for He is our Maker, and knows the best way for us to thrive.  With sex, when used as our Maker intended, acts like a pure stream, cleansing and refreshing. Used as unintended, it becomes like a flood that destroys and kills. My absolute favorite author on this subject of homosexuality is Wesley Hill. You can find his books and talks on the internet. But in Washed and Waiting, he tells of how C. S. Lewis was the one who opened his eyes to the lie of the enemy:
Many might say that for me as a gay Christian to abstain from homosexual sex means that I'm choosing to prudishly, pitiably shelter myself from the only life worth living. Lewis turns the tables on this kind of objection, audaciously claiming that, no, in fact, it's the sexually active homosexual person who misses out.
There's more in this book that is of great value, but this is always the lie of the enemy. You are missing out if you don't eat of the fruit of the tree! He still whispers it to me -- you won't be happy unless you give in. But he is such a liar.
Here is one idea -- but the Spirit will lead differently with each situation. How about preparing to share an area where you were deceived, and how you went on that destructive path and it brought pain?? But then how God released you. That helps overcome the offensive belief that we think we are better than others.
I will often tell people how I thought making side-ways comments (instead of speaking the truth in love to someone who was upsetting me) was a good idea. But I was so wrong, for all I had to show for it was broken relationships. God has delivered me and healed my relationships.
10. Your turn: 
A. How might you be vulnerable about a sin God delivered you from? What lie did you believe? How did He rescue you? Be brief.
B. How might you gently share how God's boundaries often seem heartless but are just the opposite?
11. Challenge question: How might a young mother explain God's plan for sex to ten-year-old that would include why we should allow God to define our gender instead of deciding for ourselves?
Saturday:
12. What's your take-a-way this week and why?
 
 
 
  
 

